
Individuals with 
Disabilities Education 

Act
6 Principles to Understanding IDEA



Free and Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE)

u Free means that the educational services must be provided to every child 
with a disability at no cost to the parent

u Appropriate means that the services provided must be specific to the student 
having access to the general curriculum.  Appropriate is defined by the 
Individualized Education Program or IEP.  

u Factors that decide appropriate services

u Evaluations

u Classroom performance

u Student goals (especially in high school)

u PARENT input!

u Public refers to the public school system and the requirement to educate ALL 
students.  The public school is responsible for all costs associated the FAPE.



Appropriate Evaluation

Comprehensive Educational Evaluation

Variety of Sources
(parents, teachers, classroom observations, formal assessments) 

Purposes
1. Determine child’s eligibility for special education and related services

2. How to meet the educational needs of the child



Individualized Education Program

The Official Meeting Record

Determine Types of Services

Assess Goals/Objectives and Present Levels



Least Restrictive Environment

Special Education is a SERVICE 
not a placement

Access to general educational 
settings in all settings

School must create a range of 
options



Parent and Student Participation

• Required
• Timely notification
• Must give consent prior to eval
• Make informed decisions

Parent

• Required when discussing 
transition (ages 14-21)Student



Procedural Safeguards

Impartiality

Mediation/due process hearing Independent educational evaluation

Access to records

Inspect/Review Participate in ALL decisions

Prior written notice

Identification/evaluation Educational Placement



Disputes with schools/districts

School

• IEP Facilitator (admin designee)
•Principal

District

• Superintendent
•Dispute Resolution Process

State
•Formal Complaint



Challenges that impact students with 
disabilities

u Feelings of failure and lack of acceptance

u 31% more likely to be bullied

u More than twice as likely to be suspended

u Loss of instructional time

u Over 1 million students with IEPs miss three or more weeks of school per year

u Student with learning disabilities are nearly three times as likely to drop of 
school

u Failure to receive appropriate instruction to improve learning leads to greater 
incarceration levels

u 55% of young with SLD compared to 30% of all young adults



Resources

u www.understood.org

u www.parentsreachingout.org

u www.ncld.org

u https://sites.ed.gov/idea/

http://www.understood.org/
http://www.parentsreachingout.org/
http://www.ncld.org/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/

